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Caregivers Get Support from Partnership

Every day, hundreds of caregivers in Dane County have peace
of mind knowing they can depend on Elder Care Partnership
for support.

Although their situations are different, they share a common
thread: a strong commitment to caring for an older loved one
and maintaining his or her independence.

“Our care teams focus on the health needs of the individual,
while at the same time lend a helping hand to his or her
caregiver,” says Rachel Knauss, social worker on a
Partnership care team.

By partnering with the individual, his or her caregiver and
physician, the care team develops an individualized care plan
that includes health and long-term care support. The care
team also coordinates all services.

“Not only does this approach lead to continuity in care,”
points out Rachel, “it also helps decrease the stress and
demands of caregiving.”

Pete and Tinsie
The care team
works very closely
with caregivers, as
in the case of Pete
and Diane Crear
who care for
Pete’s 82-year-old
mother, Tinsie.
Pete describes his
mother as feisty
and physically

fit except for
dementia. She’s
been in Partnership
for three years.

Pete Crear picks up his mother, Tinsie, at the
Gathering Place.

“It's a masterful program because everything we need is
provided and the assistance is there,” says Pete. “Respite has
been a godsend for both of us.”

The Crears are empty nesters and juggle caregiving with
hectic full-time jobs. Although Pete’s employer, CUNA, has
a flexible work policy, Tinsie still needs somewhere safe to go

during the workday. The Gathering Place, Elder Care’s adult
day center for individuals with Alzheimer’s or other memory
loss conditions, is the solution.

“We owe her,” says Pete about his mother. “With the help of
the Partnership program, we're able to repay her in a way that
neither one of us thought would be necessary at this stage in
our lives.”

Eugenia Beecher and her mother, Barbara, do prepwork for Thanksgiving dinner.

Eugenia and Barbara
Eugenia Beecher, a marketing consultant, would like to travel
and spend more time visiting her children and grandsons.

Caregiving, however, allows little flexibility. Her main focus

is making sure that her mother, Barbara, eats balanced meals,
doesn’t become dehydrated, exercises regularly and stays
engaged in meaningful activities.

“There are days you just want to walk out the door and never
come back,” admits Eugenia. Despite the challenges, she
enjoys having her mother a part of her life. She’s also comforted
knowing that the care team is just a phone call away.

Before Partnership, Barbara was seeing six different physicians
and taking up to 15 medications. She was in and out of the
hospital with recurring health problems.

Continued on next page...
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An Invitation to Give

When considering your charitable g

iving plans, please think about

giving the gift that matters through Elder Care: Join us in offering

peace of mind. ..

... For frail elders who have trouble taking care of themselves;

..For individuals who suffer from the

memory loss of Alzheimer’s;

... For seniors who must deal daily with chronic illnesses and disabilities;

..For family caregivers who help keep

aging loved ones safely at home.

Yes! I support Elder Care’s mission to help frail elderly in our community.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms.) Address
City/State/Zip Telephone
Email Company Name

Will your employer match your gift> []Yes [] No

Gift Giving Methods

You can make a gift online any time at www.elderc.org or select another method:
[] Check enclosed (Please make payable to Elder Care Foundation.)
[ MasterCard  [] Visa
Card # Exp. Date
*Please call (608) 245-3434 for Automatic Donation details.

Gift amount: [ ] $500 [] $250
[]$25 [] Other $

[1$100 []$50

My gift is:

In memory of [] Automatic Donation*

In honor of

Elder Care Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3)
organization. Your gift is tax deductible to the fullest

extent provided by law. Signature

Thank you for your generosity and support!
Please mail to: Elder Care of Wisconsin, 2802 International Lane, Madison, WI 53704. NO4
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